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Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia 
June 22, 1865 


Hon. Hugh McCulloch 
Secretary of the Treasury 


Sir: 

The letter of the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury of the 21st inst., inquiring as to the 
capacity of the Mint for the coinage of three-cent pieces, etc., has been received. 

The capacity of the Mint for this coinage is at least equal to five thousand ($5,000) 
dollars per day, working five (5) presses the usual hours, and reserving sufficient capacity for 
all other required coinage. This amount could be increased by increasing the number of 
presses and working overtime; which could be easily done. If the five-cent notes now in 
circulation were to be withdrawn, I believe the three-cent pieces could be coined with 
sufficient promptitude, and in sufficient quantities to supply their place. 

Before the receipt of your letter I had hand this subject under consideration, and 
intended to suggestion to you the propriety of withdrawing the five-cent notes and thus create 
a demand for the three-cent pieces; a better and more desirable currency. I not only approve, 
but earnestly recommend the proposed action. The public will be as well, if not better, 
accommodated, and the resources of the Government increased by the profits of the coinage. 


Very respectfully, 
James Pollock, 
Director 


